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From Heaven Or From Men? 

Lesson 3:  
God’s Silence, 

Types Of 

Authority, And 

Expedients 

 

 

 

 

 In our first lesson, we observed that there is a 

need for authority in every area of our lives, 

especially in the spiritual realm. From that point, we 

observed that God is the one who possesses all 

authority, has given all authority to Jesus Christ, and 

that the mind of Christ has been revealed by the Holy 

Spirit in the pages of the Bible (particularly in the 

New Testament). Then, we established that it is not 

possible for us to please God by attempting to 

establish authority through some man-made 

(subjective) source. Instead, we must demand Bible 

authority for everything that we do on this earth. This 

is the only way that we will be able to stand approved 

before God on the Day of Judgment.  

 In our second lesson, we observed that there 

is a need for a common hermeneutic (method of 

interpretation) in order to understand the Bible alike 

(as commanded in passages like 1 Corinthians 1:10). 

We considered some basic principles of 

interpretation and then focused specifically on how 

we go about establishing Bible authority. We 

observed that in order for there to be Bible authority, 

we must have a direct command, an approved 

example, or a necessary inference. Then, we 

considered what it means for God’s word to be the 

“perfect law of liberty,” as identified in James 1:25. 

 Throughout this study, we have been 

considering Colossians 3:17 as a point of emphasis 

for having Bible authority in everything that we do. 

The passage says, “And whatever you do in word or 

deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him.” Still, there 

are some remaining questions about authority. What 

happens whenever God is silent on an issue? Is every 

kind of authority the exact same? And, what about 

things that are used to carry out God’s instructions?  

 Our continual interest must be to conduct 

ourselves according to the pattern God has revealed 

in the pages of the New Testament (see 2 Timothy 

1:13). It is in this interest that we now consider the 

three subjects of God’s silence, generic and specific 

authority, and the use of expedients. For, it is often a 

misunderstanding of these three areas that result in a 

departure from God’s pattern. 

God’s Silence 

 In lesson two, we established that in order for 

there to be authority for a thing, there must be either 

a direct command, an approved example, or a 

necessary inference in the Bible for it. Without one 

of these, there is no authority. Still, there are many 

who claim to find Bible authority in God’s silence. 

The common belief is that anything God has not 

directly forbidden (given a “Thou shalt not”) is 

authorized. This certainly influences a great many 

areas and has contributed to many divisions. So, let’s 

consider how the Scriptures and common reasoning 

help us to understand how to interpret God’s silence 

(when God says nothing about a subject). 

Why God is silent 

 There is first a fundamental question that we 

need to consider regarding God’s silence. This is the 

question, “Why is God silent?” Why does He not 
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directly authorize certain things? If you accept that 

God is perfect and His revelation of His will is 

perfect, there is really only one conclusion you can 

reach. 

 Certainly, God’s revelation of His will to 

mankind would not be perfect if God accidentally left 

something out. This would mean that God meant to 

say something, but it somehow fell “between the 

cracks” in His Divine revelation and got lost. This 

interpretation of God’s silence is contradictory to 

what God claims about His revelation. For instance, 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 teaches that the God-inspired 

Scriptures give us everything we need in order to 

believe all the things God wants us to believe and to 

do all the things God wants us to do. 2 Peter 1:3 even 

says that “His divine power has given to us all things 

that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue.” Therefore, it is completely irresponsible to 

believe that God’s silence on a subject has occurred 

accidentally.  

 Instead, the only conclusion that is 

appropriate is to believe that God included 

everything He wanted to be included in His 

revelation. The implication of this is that anything 

that was excluded also occurred intentionally. 

Therefore, we must proceed with great caution while 

trying to interpret God’s silence.  

Interpretations of God’s silence 

 There are two basic positions that are taken 

concerning God’s silence. One position says that 

God’s silence is permissive. This thinking says, “If 

God has not specifically condemned something, then 

we have authority to do it.” “Where God has not 

spoken, we are at liberty to act as we think best.” 

Thus, this thinking believes that silence grants 

permission. Another position says that God’s silence 

is restrictive. This thinking says, “If God has not 

authorized a thing, then we have no right to do it.” 

“Where God is silent, we must be silent.” Thus, this 

thinking believes that God’s silence restricts what we 

are authorized to do.  

 Before considering the Bible’s teachings 

about God’s silence, let me draw a few illustrations 

that should help us to see that silence, generally, is 

not to be interpreted as permission. (1) When trying 

to cite an authority figure to prove a point, can you 

cite his/her silence? Suppose you wanted to prove a 

scientific point by quoting from Sir Isaac Newton, 

could you find authority in something he did not say, 

do, or necessarily imply? (2) Suppose a doctor wrote 

you out a prescription to deal with your problem of 

high blood pressure. He specified one prescription 

drug to help your problem. Does he then need to tell 

the pharmacist all of the medications he is not 

prescribing you? Is his silence on all the others 

permissive or restrictive? (3) When you visit a 

restaurant and order the spaghetti dinner, must you 

proceed to tell the waiter everything on the menu you 

do not want? Would you find it acceptable if he 

interpreted your silence in what you ordered as 

permission to charge you for everything else offered 

by the restaurant? Would your silence be permissive 

or restrictive?  

 I think we know the answers to how silence 

is to be interpreted in all of these areas. But, please 

remember the things we established in lesson 1. Our 

approach to God’s silence cannot be justified by our 

own human reasoning. Instead, we must consider 

what God teaches us about His silence. So, let’s 

focus specifically on the silence of God in the 

Scriptures and see what He has told us about His 

silence. First, it is essential to remember (from lesson 

1) that the only way we can know the mind of Christ 

and what God approves is through the revelation of 

His will to mankind (in the Bible). Go back and 

review 1 Corinthians 2:6-16. 

 With this principle in mind, consider 

Deuteronomy 29:29. Throughout the book of 

Deuteronomy, Moses encourages the Israelites to be 

obedient to God whenever they go in to possess the 

land of Canaan. Included in this passage is Moses’ 

statement, “The secret things belong to the Lord our 

God, but those things which are revealed belong to 

us and to our children forever, that we may do all the 

words of this law.” As we have already discussed, 

God has revealed everything that we need to know in 

order to live in a way that pleases Him. Therefore, 

those things that He has chosen not to reveal or give 

authority for are not for us to use as permission or for 

endless speculation! For, if that which is unrevealed 

authorizes, it does not only belong to God. Yet, 
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Moses told the people that their responsibility was 

simply to do what God has revealed in His law! 

God’s silence in the Old Testament 

 There are many Bible passages that teach us 

the restrictive nature of God’s silence. Consider a 

few statements applicable to God’s silence made in 

the Old Testament. For instance, (1) Balaam 

accurately stated, “I could not go beyond the word of 

the Lord my God, to do less or more” (Numbers 

22:18). (2) In Deuteronomy, Moses told the 

Israelites, “You shall not add to the word which I 

command you, nor take from it, that you may keep 

the commandments of the Lord your God which I 

command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). In Deuteronomy 

12:32, he said, “Whatever I command you, be careful 

to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away 

from it.” The necessary implication is that they could 

not keep God’s commandments by adding to them or 

taking away from them. (3) The Israelites were told 

that turning to either the right or the left would fail to 

keep God’s commandments. “Therefore you shall be 

careful to do as the Lord your God has commanded 

you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to 

the left” (Deuteronomy 5:32). Joshua told them, 

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may 

observe to do according to all the law which Moses 

My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to 

the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper 

wherever you go” (Joshua 1:7). (4) Proverbs 30:5-6 

says, “Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to 

those who put their trust in Him. Do not add to His 

words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.”  

 So, the Old Testament makes a number of 

clear statements applicable to God’s silence. And, in 

them all, we see that God’s silence does not grant 

permission. Rather, it restricts. For, if God’s silence 

(when He said nothing) would be taken as permission 

to act, then the Israelites would have added to the 

word of God. 

 Now, consider some Old Testament 

examples that further reveal this truth. (1) Consider 

Noah. Here is an example of a man who correctly 

interpreted the silence of God and was rewarded. For 

instance, God instructed Noah, “Make yourself an 

ark of gopherwood” (Genesis 6:14). Now, you 

should notice that God did not tell him, “You shall 

not make the ark of oak, pine, cedar, walnut, etc., 

etc., etc.” So, whenever verse 22 tells us that Noah 

was obedient to all of God’s commandments, what 

kind of wood does this mean he used to build the ark? 

Was God’s silence on all the other kinds of wood 

permissive or restrictive? Certainly, it was 

restrictive.  

 (2) Consider Nadab and Abihu. These were 

two sons of Aaron (the high priest). As priests, they 

would have been aware that God had given 

instructions concerning the offerings. For instance, 

in Exodus 30:9, God instructed that “strange 

incense” must not be offered to Him. But, in 

Leviticus 10:1-2, the passage says that these two 

priests “each took his censer and put fire in it, put 

incense on it, and offered profane [strange] fire 

before the Lord, which He had not commanded 

them.” As a result, the Lord sent fire out and 

devoured them so that they died. While I do not know 

all the details about their error, observe that the fire 

was unauthorized (perhaps it was from an 

unauthorized source). It was something God “had not 

commanded them.” So, was God’s silence 

permissive or restrictive? Certainly, it was restrictive 

and their violation of His silence displeased Him 

greatly! 

God’s silence in the New Testament 

 The New Testament (containing the law of 

Christ we live under today) continues to teach us 

about the restrictive nature of God’s silence. 

Consider a few passages to see this. (1) 1 Peter 4:11 

says that if “anyone speaks, let him speak as the 

oracles of God.” It is simply impossible to speak 

according to the oracles/utterances of God when God 

has not said anything. Therefore, when God is silent, 

we must be silent. (2) In 1 Corinthians 4:6, Paul gave 

the instruction to the Corinthians that they learn “not 

to think beyond what was written.” Yet, that is 

exactly what finding permission in God’s silence 

attempts to do. (3) Paul condemned any other gospel 

beside the one true gospel, in Galatians 1:6-12. (4) 2 

John 1:9 says, “Whoever transgresses and does not 

abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He 

who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the 

Father and the Son.” The word “transgresses” means 

to “go beyond.” Therefore, anyone who goes beyond 
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the teachings of Christ (found in the pages of the 

Bible, see lesson 1) does not have the Father or the 

Son! (5) Revelation 22:18-19 contains a warning 

about adding to or taking away from God’s word. 

“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the 

prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, 

God will add to him the plagues that are written in 

this book; and if anyone takes away from the words 

of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 

part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and 

from the things which are written in this book.”  

 So, the New Testament is clear in teaching 

that God is not pleased whenever individuals go 

beyond what He has revealed. To do so is to fail to 

speak as God speaks, is in direct contradiction with 

God’s revealed will, causes us to abide in a different 

gospel, causes us not to abide in God, and causes us 

to be subject to the plagues revealed in the Scriptures 

for those who rebel against God.  

 Now, consider some New Testament 

examples that further reveal this truth. (1) Consider 

Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Hebrews 1:5 makes 

an argument that is based on the restrictive nature of 

God’s silence. It says, “For to which of the angels did 

He ever say:  ‘You are My Son, Today I have 

begotten You’? And again:  ‘I will be to Him a 

Father, And He shall be to Me a Son’?” The point is 

that Jesus is above the angels. He is the Son of God. 

Now, did God’s silence to the angels about their 

being His sons (in the way Jesus is) mean that they 

were equal with Christ? Absolutely not! God’s 

silence restricts us from reaching this conclusion. 

 (2) Consider the priestly tribe of Levi. 

Hebrews 7:14 says, “For it is evident that our Lord 

arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke 

nothing concerning priesthood.” Once again, the 

Hebrew writer makes a point by using God’s silence, 

demonstrating that God’s silence is restrictive. His 

overall point is that Jesus Christ is not a typical 

priest. Instead, He could not have been a priest on 

earth because He was not from the priestly tribe 

(which God had specified to be the tribe of Levi). 

Jesus was from the tribe of Judah. Therefore, His 

priesthood is much greater and different from the 

physical priesthood. Yet, do not miss the point. God 

did not directly say that priests could not come from 

the tribe of Judah. He was just silent about Judah 

relative to the priesthood. But, His silence was 

restrictive. 

 As you consider this sample of passages and 

examples relative to God’s silence in the Bible, you 

should recognize that God’s silence is restrictive. We 

are simply never authorized to use God’s silence as 

permission or authority! To do so is to add to the 

teachings of God’s word. 

Types Of Authority 

 Once you establish Bible authority (as 

discussed in lesson 2), it is important to consider 

what type of authority is established. This is 

absolutely necessary in order to act in a way that 

pleases God. And, please note that there are only two 

types of authority that can be established. These are 

generic authority and specific authority. Let’s spend 

a few moments considering each one. 

Generic authority 

 What is “generic authority”? Generic 

authority is authority for a thing that does not specify 

the way to accomplish or carry out the authority. It 

is, by nature, not specialized or restrictive. It is not 

detailed or precise. 

 Consider an example. A mother might 

instruct her son to “go to the grocery store and buy 

something for dinner.” Authority to go and buy 

dinner is given. But, there is nothing that restricts 

what this child can choose to purchase for dinner. So, 

this child could buy hot dogs, macaroni and cheese, 

pizza, chocolate candy, potato chips, or whatever he 

desires – and it would all be authorized. Furthermore, 

there is generic authority given regarding how this 

child can go to the grocery store. There is nothing 

that restricts how this child can choose to “go.” He 

could “go” by walking, by driving, by bicycle, etc. 

 Consider a few examples of generic authority 

in the Bible. (1) Consider Noah. God told Noah, 

“Make yourself an ark of gopherwood…” (Genesis 

6:14). Though there were many specifics involved in 

the construction of the ark (which we’ll discuss 
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later), there was generic authority to use whatever 

tools were needed for the construction. Certainly, 

Noah could not fulfill the command to make an ark 

without some tools. As far as the Bible reveals, Noah 

was not told which tools were to be used in 

construction. So, he was authorized (under generic 

authority) to use whatever tools were necessary and 

available to him to carry out God’s command. 

 (2) Consider the Great Commission. Jesus 

commanded His apostles, “Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15, 

also see Matthew 28:18-20). Although there were 

some specifics given to the apostles about their 

teaching work (i.e. they were specifically instructed 

to teach “the gospel”), there was much generic 

authority given to them in this instruction. For 

instance, consider how they were to “go.” Jesus did 

not place any kind of limitations on this. So, they 

could choose to go on foot, by riding on an animal, 

by boat, or by any other mode of transportation that 

would have been available in order to carry out 

God’s command. 

 (3) Consider the command to assemble. God 

clearly expects local churches to assemble together 

(see 1 Corinthians 14:23, 26; Hebrews 10:24-25; 

Acts 20:7). But, there is much generic authority that 

is involved in these assemblies. While God has 

specified that local churches must meet on the first 

day of the week (see Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 

16:1-2), God has not specified where to meet 

together or what times they should meet. So, local 

churches could meet in someone’s home, in a rented 

space, or in an open field. Today, many local 

churches choose to buy their own buildings in order 

to provide a place to meet.  

Specific authority 

 A second type of authority that can be 

established is specific authority. What is “specific 

authority”? It is authority that is specific in how a 

thing is to be accomplished or completed. It is precise 

and clearly defined as to what God expects. It is 

restrictive as to how something is to be done or 

accomplished. By its nature, it excludes everything 

except what is specified. 

 Consider the example of the mother and her 

son again. This time, suppose that the mother 

instructed her son to “walk to the grocery store and 

buy ham and eggs for dinner.” This time, the son 

would not have the authority to choose the kind of 

food he would buy at the store. He would be 

restricted to only buy ham and eggs. Therefore, if he 

bought ham, eggs, and potato chips, his purchase of 

potato chips would be entirely unauthorized. 

Furthermore, the way the son was authorized to go to 

the grocery store was also specified. He was only 

authorized to “walk to the grocery store.” So, if he 

accepted a ride from one of his friends, he would do 

so without his mother’s authority. 

 Now, consider a few examples of specific 

authority in the Bible. (1) Consider Noah. While 

there was some generic authority that was given to 

Noah in building the ark, there was also a great deal 

of specific authority that God gave to him. Read 

Genesis 6:14-21 and observe all the specifics 

concerning the type of wood he was to use, the 

dimensions of the ark, the design of the ark (i.e. the 

number of floors), the animals to be brought on board 

the ark, etc. For instance, God told Noah to make the 

ark out of “gopherwood.” This was the only type of 

wood God specified and authorized. Therefore, as we 

have already seen, Noah was without authority to use 

his own judgment and build the ark out of maple. 

Instead, it was only when Noah obeyed what God 

instructed that he pleased God in the construction of 

the ark (see Genesis 6:22 and Genesis 7:5). 

 (2) Consider God’s plan of salvation. God 

has given all mankind the opportunity to be forgiven 

of their sins and experience eternal salvation in 

Heaven. And, He has specified what people must do 

in order to be forgiven and be saved. He has not left 

this up to individual choice. He has specified that 

people must hear His word (Romans 10:17), believe 

in Jesus as the Son of God (John 8:24), repent of their 

sins (Acts 17:30), confess Jesus Christ (Romans 

10:9-10), be immersed in water for the forgiveness 

of sins (Acts 2:38), and remain faithful to Jesus 

Christ (Revelation 2:10). Therefore, man has no 

authority to change any of these specific instructions 

God has given. 

 (3) Consider God’s command to “sing.” Jesus 

taught that our worship must be in spirit and in truth 
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in order to please God (see John 4:23-24). One 

expression of worship is singing. And, every passage 

in the New Testament (which contains the law we are 

under today) specifies singing as the only type of 

music that God authorizes in worship today (see 

Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26; Acts 16:25; Romans 

15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15; Ephesians 5:19; 

Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12; Hebrews 13:15; 

James 5:13). This is every verse applicable to the 

music used by God’s people to worship Him in New 

Testament times. For instance, Colossians 3:16 says, 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

grace in your hearts to the Lord.” God has specified 

“singing” as the type of music that is acceptable to 

Him and He has specified only the singing of psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs. Therefore, man has no 

authority to change any of these specific instructions 

God has given. 

Expedients 

 Having established a firm foundation, we 

now need to proceed into a consideration of 

expedients. Consider, for instance, the songbooks 

that are used by many churches for singing, the 

collection plates that are passed, the baptisteries, the 

church buildings, etc. Are these authorized by the 

Scriptures? And, are there any limitations that God 

places on the use of expedients? Let’s consider this 

subject carefully as we build on the foundation we 

have laid. 

What is an expedient? 

 An “expedient” is something that aids in the 

fulfillment of God’s instructions. It is something that 

helps us keep God’s commandments. It is, by nature, 

appropriate to accomplishing the task at hand. It is 

something that facilitates an action or makes it more 

efficient.  

 Certainly, as you can see, the subject of 

expedients involves personal choice and judgment. 

Yes, God does allow us to use our judgments in 

certain areas He has not specified (as discussed 

previously). In fact, God’s teaching authorizes 

whatever is necessary and expedient to carrying out 

His instructions. This differs from our study of God’s 

silence in that God has given authority (He has 

spoken) in these areas by giving an instruction. In 

this situation, His instruction includes some matters 

of individual choice and judgment. 

Rules for expedients 

 Many things are done in the name of being 

“expedient.” Some of these are authorized and some 

of them are unauthorized. There are some who use 

this element of expedients to claim authority for 

many different things. Yet, it is essential to recognize 

that God has placed certain restrictions on the use of 

expedients. Let’s consider them now. Please note 

that a thing must meet all of these requirements in 

order to be pleasing to God as an expedient. 

 (1) For a thing to be expedient, it must help 

accomplish God’s instructions. This is implied in 

what an expedient is. There is no authority for an 

expedient unless there is first an instruction or 

command from God it will help you to accomplish. 

It is not, therefore, license to do just anything and 

everything you would desire to find authority for. 

 (2) For a thing to be expedient, it must be 

lawful. Building upon the last point, an expedient 

must be something that is in harmony with God’s law 

itself. 1 Corinthians 6:12 says, “All things are lawful 

for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are 

lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the 

power of any.” Paul recognized that not all things 

were expedient/helpful in accomplishing God’s 

purposes. But, recognize that Paul only considered 

the use of an expedient in the realm of what was 

lawful. If a thing is prohibited by God’s revelation, it 

is disqualified from being used as an expedient. This 

is because a thing that is not lawful is sinful (see 1 

John 3:4). 

 (3) For a thing to be expedient, it cannot be 

specified. Whenever God has specified a thing, there 

is no choice left for man in that regard. Therefore, in 

matters that God has specified, the thing specified is 

a command – not an expedient. And, a thing cannot 

be expedient if it causes us to violate what God has 

specified. For, if we choose to use our own human 
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judgment to do a thing that goes against what God 

has specified that we do, we certainly cannot please 

Him. 

 (4) For a thing to be expedient, it must edify. 

God wants everything that we do to edify. Therefore, 

we must be focused on building others up in the faith. 

But, the apostle Paul recognized that not everything 

would accomplish this. “All things are lawful for me, 

but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for 

me, but not all things edify” (1 Corinthians 10:23). 

He recognized that even though it may be lawful for 

him to do a thing, it would not be expedient/helpful 

if it did not build others up in the faith. Therefore, an 

expedient must advance the cause of Jesus Christ – 

not get in its way and hinder others from following 

Jesus. This is the reason why Paul said he became 

like the Jews when he was around Jews and like the 

Gentiles when he was around them (regarding 

matters of choice). His interest was in winning them 

to Jesus Christ (see 1 Corinthians 9:19-23). A thing 

that would work contrary to that effort was not 

acceptable as an expedient. 

 (5) For a thing to be expedient, it must not 

offend the conscience of a brother or sister. 

Specifically, as it relates to our interactions with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, a thing cannot be 

expedient if it is causes brothers and sisters in Christ 

to sin by violating their consciences concerning it. 

Paul’s statement about expedients that edify is also 

applicable to this point (1 Corinthians 10:23). For 

instance, Romans 14:1-15:6 discusses matters of 

individual liberty (i.e. when God has neither 

commanded a thing to be done or not to be done). 

Yet, Paul demonstrates in this passage that God is not 

pleased when a brother or sister exercises his/her 

liberty in a way that will put a stumbling block in the 

path of another. And, He is also not pleased if an 

individual exercises his/her liberty when he/she is 

not fully convinced that God is pleased with such. 

Examples of expedients 

 There are a number of examples of 

expedients that God approves, using the principles 

we have been establishing. Consider a few here to 

better understand the point. 

 (1) Consider God’s command for Noah to 

make an ark. As we have already established, this 

command contains generic authority concerning the 

construction process (Genesis 6:14). So, Noah was 

authorized to use that which helped him obey this 

instruction. Certainly, Noah would have used some 

types of tools to accomplish his work. Therefore, a 

tool to cut the wood, to carve the wood, to join the 

wood, etc. would all be necessary and expedient to 

obeying the command that was given. 

 (2) Consider Jesus’ great commission. We 

have seen that Jesus’ instruction to go and preach the 

gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15) included some 

generic authority. For instance, the apostles could 

walk, ride on an animal, ride on a ship, etc. to fulfill 

this command. Now, their shoes, a donkey, a ship, 

etc. would all be expedients that would help them 

carry out Jesus’ command to “go” and preach. 

 (3) Consider God’s command to assemble. 

As we already discussed, the Bible provides 

authority for local churches to assemble together (see 

1 Corinthians 14:23, 26; Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 

20:7). The generic authority to assemble allows each 

congregation to choose where and when they will 

assemble. Therefore, church buildings, rented 

facilities, chairs/pews, bathroom facilities, etc. are 

expedients to accomplish God’s instruction to 

assemble. 

 (4) Consider God’s command to sing. We 

have seen that God has instructed Christians to 

worship Him through the singing of psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs (see Colossians 3:16). In 

connection with this, it is important to consider that 

God commands all things that are done in the 

assemblies be done “decently and in order” (1 

Corinthians 14:40). Expedients used to carry out 

these commands would include written songs, song 

books, a song leader who will keep the congregation 

together, etc. 

Additions, subtractions, and substitutions 

are unacceptable as expedients 

 As you can see, there is much to consider in 

the use of an expedient. So, we must all determine to 

be diligent in evaluating what is justified as an 

expedient. As we consider this, let’s revisit a passage 
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from Revelation 22. “For I testify to everyone who 

hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 

anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the 

plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone 

takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 

Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things 

which are written in this book” (verses 18-19). 

 Let’s be clear to understand that anything that 

adds to what God has authorized, subtracts from 

what God has authorized, or that substitutes what 

God has authorized for something else are not 

acceptable to God as an expedient! For instance, God 

has only authorized two elements to be involved in 

the observance of the Lord’s Supper (see Matthew 

26:26-29). These are the unleavened bread and the 

fruit of the vine. Trays/containers for each of these 

emblems would be acceptable as expedients. 

However, to add a hamburger to the Lord’s supper, 

to take away the unleavened bread, or to substitute a 

soda for the fruit of the vine would not be acceptable 

to God! 

 Furthermore, consider God’s instruction to 

“sing” once more. The specified action is singing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs in our hearts (see 

Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16) to the Lord. 

Song books with the words of the songs expedite this 

command. However, adding a mechanical 

instrument of music adds a different kind of music to 

what God has specified and singing popular culture 

songs would substitute what God has instructed for 

something different. These are not acceptable to God 

as expedients. 

 Finally, we have already established that God 

has commanded us to hear His word, believe in Jesus 

as the Son of God, repent of our sins, confess Jesus 

Christ, be immersed in water for the forgiveness of 

our sins, and remain faithful in order to be saved 

eternally. Therefore, a baptistery is an expedient to 

accomplish God’s command to be baptized. 

However, adding the “Sinner’s Prayer,” subtracting 

baptism as a necessary step in salvation, or 

substituting immersion for sprinkling would all be 

unacceptable to God as expedients for salvation. 

Conclusion 

 As you desire to hold fast the pattern of sound 

words God has revealed in the pages of the New 

Testament (2 Timothy 1:13) and do all things in the 

name of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:17), it is my 

hope that you are now better equipped to apply Bible 

authority to all things in your life. We must respect 

God’s silence, be careful to recognize whether 

authority is generic or specific, and use expedients in 

a way that God approves. In the final lesson, we will 

evaluate some attitudes toward Bible authority – both 

positive and negative. 

Study Questions  

How do you establish Bible authority? 

 

 

 

1. God’s Silence 

Why is God about some matters? Is it accidental or 

by choice? Explain why this is significant. 

 

 

 

What are the two different interpretations of God’s 

silence? Which one is the correct interpretation? 

 

 

 

What does the Old Testament teach about God’s 

silence? 
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What does the New Testament teach about God’s 

silence? 

 

 

 

2. Types Of Authority 

What is “generic authority”? Give some examples. 

 

 

 

What is “specific authority”? Give some examples. 

 

 

 

3. Expedients 

What is an expedient? 

 

 

 

What are the rules for an expedient to be pleasing to 

God? 

 

 

 

List some examples of expedients. 

 

 

 

Are additions, subtractions, or substitutions 

acceptable as expedients? Explain. 

 

 

 


